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Florida’s winter has been abnormally cool and wet this year including February.  During my inspections I have 
noticed an unusual amount of algae considering the cool temperatures, this has to do with the amount of rainfall 
we have had throughout the winter months.  Landscape companies fertilize more in the winter because it is 
supposed to be our dry season. When it rains, the fertilizer is washed into the retention ponds, which creates a 
heavy nutrient load in the pond that forms more algae than normal.  Pond #16, below, is a good example of the 
algae we are running into throughout FishHawk Ranch.  Algae was also observed in ponds #41 and #51 – #59 
and were treated.  ASI will continue to monitor these ponds and treat as needed. 
 

 



 

       
 
 
 
 
Last month pond #4 was 100% covered with a floating weed called Water Meal.  Water Meal is a very hardy 
weed that is difficult to treat.  ASI technicians have been monitoring the issue and treating regularly with 
positive results.  The pond is now 30%- 40% Water Meal instead of 100%.  As mentioned in previous monthly 
reports, I believe this pond would benefit from an aeration system.                                                                                     
    
 
                                                                                                      

 
  
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Ponds #77, #11, #47 and #49 represent most of the water bodies in CDD 1 and CDD 2.  Pond #77 had a large 
amount of torpedo grass in its littoral shelf that was treated at the end of January and you can see the positive 
results below.  Submersed weeds have been observed in ponds #47 and #49 over the summer but are no longer 
an issue.   
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During my last inspection I observed Slender Spikerush in pond #65 that was topping out; our technician has 
been treating this submersed weed with a contact treatment.  Unfortunately, the previous systemic treatments 
have not been as effective because it has been flowing out of the ponds due to the amount of rain we have 
received this winter.  Abnormally cold water temperatures also adversely affect these treatments.  We will 
continue to monitor the flow and temperature of the ponds for optimal conditions (higher temps and less flow) 
then we will precede with the systemic treatments in ponds #65, #66 and #29-#34.   
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The ponds pictured below are great examples of FishHawk Ranch ponds; these are numbers #1 and #6 in  
CDD 1.  I also found this Peacock patrolling the streets between ponds #1 & #6! 
 

 
                                     1                                                                            6 

 
 


