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The first few weeks of March were very warm with no rainfall so the water levels were low and algae growth was high.  This is a 
typical growing pattern for spring.  The conditions were perfect for algae production but most ponds still looked great.  Pond #7 is 
next to the Osprey club and is in perfect condition with healthy pickerel weed, arrow head and blue flag iris.  Pond #2 is also a 
beautiful pond with minimal invasive weeds.  ASI controls the spatterdock lily growth on pond 2 and I observed some regrowth on my 
last visit and is a priority target in April.   
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Debris removal has recently been added to our services at FishHawk Ranch.  This means that during a regular treatment ASI 
technicians will pick up any garbage or trash around the perimeters of the ponds.  ASI also utilized our wetland crew for one full day 
in March and one full day in February to go through FHR and pick up trash on the pond banks.  They are pictured below in action.  
They picked up two contractor bags worth of trash in pond #79 alone.  In February they spent the day working in CDD 2 and in March 
they concentrated on CDD1.  They were able to go through about 20 sites each day, that’s a lot of bags!  I am already observing 
positive results.  
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The second systemic treatment for slender spike rush was completed at the end of March.  The product used is an environmentally 
friendly herbicide that costs around $1700.00 per gallon, which is not an extra cost to FHR.  It is a selective herbicide that will help 
control the submersed weed is the problematic ponds.  This will also help with algae control by reducing the amount of submersed 
weeds.  I am pleased with the results so far and I will follow up in the next report   
 
Ponds #14, #25, #16 and #33 are priority targets in April.  These sites have been producing a large amount of algae in the last month.  
Pond #16 was treated for 100% duck weed in late March and the results will be noticeable in early April.  Pond #33 had a pair of 
nesting Sand Hill Cranes in the littoral shelf in March so we were not able to treat.  During my last inspection I observed that the egg 
has hatched and now we can continue on with our treatments.  Pond #78 is also a priority target in April.  I will have follow up 
pictures in Aprils report.     
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On Monday April 4th Holly and I did a ride along inspection to check the health of the plantings done in the fall.  I observed that many 
of the arrow head and Pickerel weed plantings survived in all ponds.  The gulf spike rush did not fare so well.  The open areas in the 
photos below are where the gulf spike rush was planted, I did observe some healthy gulf spike rush only about 20%-30% survived the 
winter. 
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In April you can expect even warmer temperatures which will help feed the algae and shoreline grass growth.  We will be finishing 
our third systemic treatment for slender spike rush in ponds #10, #12, #13, #15, #17, #23,# 24,#27, #28, #29, #30, #31, #34, #75, #76, 
and #92 in CDD1 and ponds #99, #35, #33, #68, #105, #55, #48, #52, #53, #54, #57, #59, #36, #37, #61, #56, #42, and #100 in CDD2.   
 ASI will be on site at least 14 full days split equally between CDD’s 1&2, not including inspections.  We will be utilizing a boat, John 
Deere Gators and our wetland crew to suppress the new growth in the littoral shelves and open water.  Our technician’s check in with 
Holly in the morning and at the end of the day to take care of any last minute issues that may arise.  Our common goal is to make 
every waterway in FishHawk Ranch look like pond #67. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             

             
 
 
  
 
       
 

 


