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Conducted by: Joshua F. McGarry, Service Manager 
 
Inspection Dates: 4/15/10, 4/27/10 
 
April was an active growing month for all of the ponds in FishHawk Ranch.  The native emergent’s like 
Pickerel weed, Duck Potatoe, Gulf Spikerush and Bulrush have recovered well after the hard freeze this past 
winter.  Pond #46 below is a fine example that.      
 

 
     
                                                                                            
    
 



 

 
 
 
 
The invasive weeds and algae were also growing at a much more rapid rate.  Pond #4 has been a problem all 
winter with floating weeds.  It had 100% Duckweed on the 15th and was treated the following day.  We did a 
systemic treatment and it will take about 2 weeks to see any results, I will have the follow up picture in the May 
inspection report.  Installing an aeration system would greatly reduce the amount of floating weeds in pond #4.  
Pond #3 had a large algae bloom, which was also treated on the 16th.  Pond #35 had a large pod of cattails in the 
littoral shelf last month and the results of our treatment can be seen below.  Besides the three targets listed 
below, some of the other invasive targets include Alligator weed, Torpedo grass and Primrose.     
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Pond #55 is another example of how fast the alligator weed can grow, this is one month’s growth.   April’s 
treatment was with a more persistent herbicide , so the alligator weed will not grow back as fast.  You will see a 
dramatic difference in next month’s follow up pictures. 
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Pond #49 overall is in great shape, there is a small amount of Pennywort  growing out from the shore.    
 
Pond #59 is looking much better than previous months.  This pond has been a large algae producer because of 
its unplanted littoral shelf.  Recently I submitted a planting proposal for pond #59, which FHR management 
should have received by the end of April.  Planting the littoral shelf and the perimeter will drastically reduce the 
amount of algae and invasive weeds in this pond.  
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Pond #52 is a great example of a majority of the FishHawk Ranch ponds.  There is a trace amount of alligator 
weed and a minimal amount of algae, but overall the ponds are beautiful and healthy.  As spring turns into 
summer, the growth rate will continue to increase and ASI will monitor and treat accordingly.      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
                                                                            
 

 


